STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
logical mechanism in the individual his theory explains
and condemns ? In one sense, yes ! As bourgeois con-
sciousness breaks down before new reality, it is aware
of its failure and this sense of failure is itself a dis-
integrating force.  It is part of the role of Freud to
make overt the rottenness in bourgeois social relations,
but there are no * absolutely, hopeless * situations, and
bourgeois culture defends itself from these humiliating
awarenesses by the mechanism of barbaric pseudo-
religious constructs, such as that of Fascist ideology.
When consciousness reveals its inadequacy to a situa-
tion, one can either advance to a wider consciousness
which will include the new situation that brought
about the crisis, or one can regress to a former solution
of a similar problem in the childhood of the individual
or the nation.   This is die mechanism of neuroses.
But this is no solution, for the old situation is not the
same situation, and the mind that faces it too has
changed.   So one gets only a false and pathological
infantilism, full of illusion and phantasy.   Freudism
can point this out but, because of its lack of a scientific
basis, it cannot show the way to attain the wider
consciousness.  Thus, after all, it is not a therapy, it
is only a diagnosis.   The analyst vainly exposes the
regressive nature of the neurotic's solution,  if he
cannot himself provide a better solution. And Freud
cannot. We can only cast out error with truth, and
Freud had no new truth to offer, only a fairy-tale
recording the breakdown of bourgeois civilisation as
seen in its own mythological terms.
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